UM law school teams win, place at two regional competitions by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
11-23-1987 
UM law school teams win, place at two regional competitions 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM law school teams win, place at two 
regional competitions" (1987). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 10822. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/10822 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
/ 89?- of Montana
Office of University Relations • Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522
MEDIA RELEASE
November 23, 1987
UM LAW SCHOOL TEAMS WIN, PLACE AT TWO REGIONAL COMPETITIONS 
MISSOULA —
University of Montana School of Law teams took the two top 
places in the regional moot court competition and won a regional 
negotiation competition in Tacoma, Wash., over the weekend. Both 
teams advanced to national competitions.
Two Montana teams of third-year students met in the final 
round of the Northwest Regional Moot Court Competition held at 
UM. Montana topped a field of 13 teams, representing all eight 
law schools in the Northwest, arguing whether a tobacco company 
that issues a warning on its cigarette packages can be held 
liable for a smoker contracting lung cancer.
UM's first-place team, composed of Lisa Hudson of Lynwood, 
Wash., and Michael Rapkoch and Martha Sheehy of Helena, won all 
seven arguments of the competition as well as the award for the 
best brief.
On UM’s second-place team were Kelly Jean Beard of Plains, 
Ann Brodsky of Helena and Michael Stehle of Arlee. The team won 
five of the seven arguments.
The teams' coaches are UM associate law Professor Bari 
Burke, law Professor J. Martin Burke and two former UM Moot Court
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team members Sharon Snyder and Mark Mattioli, both Missoula 
lawyers.
The top two teams in the region advance to the national 
competition, but a national rule prevents two teams from the same 
school from advancing. Instead, a third-place team from the 
University of Oregon in Eugene will represent the Northwest at 
the competition this January in New York City.
In six of the last eight years, Montana has qualified as one 
of the final 28 teams in the nation. UM's 1981 team won the 
national championship.
In a separate competition, a UM team also won the regional 
American Bar Association Negotiation Competition at the 
University of Puget Sound in Tacoma.
Nancy Ivarinen of White Bear Lake, Minn., and Terry Wolfe of 
Missoula, negotiated on behalf of an association of midwives to 
determine the association's legal status with a hospital. Four 
teams, representing UM, UPS, and Willamette University in Salem, 
Ore., competed. The UM team will represent the Northwest in the 
national competition this February in Philadelphia.
Montana received a score of 98 out of a possible 100 points. 
The scoring was based on negotiating techniques and on whether 
the team made a good settlement for its client.
Assistant law Professor Steven Bahls, the team’s faculty 
advisor, says that negotiating skills are important to lawyers
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because about 95 percent of all lawsuits are settled through 
negotiations and are not tried in court.
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